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CONTINENTAL AMNALYSIS

THE CHANGING SEASONS

.a harricane fall

Paul A. DeBenedictis

large number of Allantic Ocean hurricanes, gener-

ally mild weather otherwise, wideospread irmuplive
species and a fine assorlment of vagrant birds. This sum-
mary, hampered by the lack of three megional reporis.
reflects yel another nevelty for me. This is the frst season
T have had both a compuler and a data managemen! pro-
gram of sufficient capacity o automate the processing of
maost records that appear in this issue. In processing them
T learned several lessons that may be useful o other bird-
ers. Let us hegin by examining the events of the season
and end with comments on automated processing of avian
TECOr

Thu Fall 1985 migration was marked by an unusually

Hurricanes

Mo fewer than seven humicancs made landfall on the
Morth American mainland this fall, more than twice aver-
age. The Gull Coast of the United States was especially
hard hit, bul much of the Eastern Seaboard alse was
affected. A good overview of the relationship between hur-
ricanas and birds in North America appears in the South-
ern Atlantic Coast Reglon, so T won't repeat it here. Afver
we review each of these hurricanes, there is another polat
that can he added 1o this summary.

I tried to associate bird records with a particular hersi-
cane® passage by selecting those reports from the entire
data set that were inside a rectangular area extending 10°
north and east and 5° south and west from the storm's cen-
ter, on the same day These boundaries were chosen to
roflect the usual prevalence of avian records noth and
west of & storm’s center. Further, this area is large enough
to include birds at the storm’s periphery, and also gives
good day-to-dey overlap in coverage. To check for laggard
records, 1 then added all reports from within a square area
20" on a side, centered on the hurricane’s last position and
made during the week following dissipation of that storm.
Almost dll bird reports from the last two or three days of
that period provided unlikely associates of the hurricane.
Moreover, caution should be exercised when associating
records and ohsorvalions with & given storm. Birds are
excellent novigators and have been observed flying
through or into weather severe enough to ground small air-
craft, Although hurricanes hiave sufficient strength 1o carry
birds far from their uswal paths, it is likely that many birds
associated with the passage of these slorms would have
passed through unseen had the weather been less severe,

Hurricane Danny entered the scene August 13, from the
Yucatan Channel [Fig. 1]. At 7 AM. on the 14th, its center
was 200 miles south of New Orleans, in the open Gulf of
Mexico, It made landfall in south-centeal Lonisiana on the
next morning. By the morning of the 16th it had degener-
ated to a tropical depression centered over northeastern
Louisiana, Ever weaker, it was centerad near the Missis-
sippi-Tennesses border on the following morning. and an
ill-defined area of rain was east of Chesapeake Bay on the
morming of the 1ath.

Figure 1. Hurricane Danny with stonm position af 7 a.m. on doie
shown. Stippling density indicates intensity of st

Mozt birds associzied with Danny were in the Central
Southern Region, but records were scattered as far north
as the Appalachian and Middle Atlantic Coast regions.
Florida birders found a Masked Booby, and a Curlew
Sandpiper, and over 2000 Stilt Sandpipers were grounded
by the storm's rain shield. Louisiana produced a Mapnifi-
cent Frigatebird, Reddish Egrets, and many shorebirds
including Ruddy Turnstones, appeared at unusual inland
sites. From Mississippi came records of Wilson’s Storm-
Petrels, Magnificent Frigatebirds, Sooty Terns, and a
Brown MNoddy. Eastern Tennessee produced a Least Tern
and Arkansas had a Roseate Spoonbill and an unusual
concentration of Black-crowned Night-Herons af this time.
Danny's rain shield over weslern Virginia grounded a
Laughing Gull and many shorebirds, including Hudsonian
Godwits, Ruddy Turnstenes, Red Knots, and Bull-breasted
Sandpipers. Several White Ihises on the coast may have
heen ght by the storm, as perhaps was a Wood Stork
inland in South Caroling. Other not obviously storm asso-
ciated records included Wood Storks from Oklahoma and
MNew York, a While Ibis from Pennsylvania and an Arclic
Tern on shore in Morth Carolina at or after the storm's
passage.

Hi # : American Birds, Spring 1986

Volume 40, Number 1
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Strong tornado today in southeast Kansas, the debris in
the air was a destroyed church #KSwx #MOwx

Hi# : Tornado Digest: Major outbreak to close
April,.and the first May threat mid-week

3:26 PM - Apr 28, 2014

2014448278 ~30A8I<,
RERRABTIHEDBEN KL,
35AMTLEY. 10EFILULEDHE.

‘b_,

Strong upper level
winds

20140426/2100 VISIBLE



https://www.ustornadoes.com/2014/05/05/tornado-digest-major-outbreak-to-close-april-and-the-first-may-threat-mid-week/
https://www.ustornadoes.com/2014/05/05/tornado-digest-major-outbreak-to-close-april-and-the-first-may-threat-mid-week/

FUIRRTAALL YA OBBITE
1FHICOA AT —32ZF Tonf=-5FD+>
INRTRAR)ALO AL, @D 2BRIZTRY—
MEREMNST7AYZ DFBFEFET700kmZEE T
L. @A FESETDEERIZE-T- (5B
T1500kmB E3BE) , o (X2 RIIZa0
E 773\b5000km€,f=“*o‘c;|€7°—l;th\LJf—oT:o

RS RPe HOR 4 2 Y r
S l ﬂ : 27Apr|l E l\ .
e ;ﬂ- = 7 ;
» ~) -y, g
A\

“EH B S@rrent Biology 25,98-102 j’anuar 5,2005 '
KA ITAHILZTKFE, KIRVAKE, RRAZE https://www.cell.com


https://www.cell.com/current-biology/pdfExtended/S0960-9822(14)01428-6

BEOMEZEE T LD ?

44, ][UE. xm. BLE, ES.
ZEM G- (BR),
KHYICHREAL, FLr—

ElXkLr—
I%ﬁL\f:ﬂ_;ﬁu_‘l“b'li’&?a?rﬁbfL\é

fRKE 7
Ed)ﬁ'r’ﬂltl VERIEDEIET., BEEHMLT-
EZEZbNDN WITNOBRAEL KSR

NESCRS
kmbIEHODHBEBEIKREEZRET D=0,
FOERET AMEE YIS EZE

ccccc

ccccc

nnnnnnnnn

April 27-May 3, 2014
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April, and the first May threat Md we\ek s
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